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An inner-city Australian house uses eco principles and new technology
paint to keep cool and lessen its impact on the environment.

The Australian climate is known for its extremes and searing heat.
Humans can slip on a hat and slap on some sunscreen, and now
an eco-friendly house in Melbourne is protected, thanks to Resene

Cool Colour technology.

When Kiwi-born architect Nic Owen was commissioned to renovate

a run-down double-front Victorian cottage owned by the Cooke

family, the brief included making it environmentally friendly.

As a result, the house now boasts a list of features not common In

REERsRR SR | older inner-city homes. Aside from the Resene Cool Colour paint on

the exterior, it uses plantation timbers and plywoods, both inside
and out, has a huge 20,000 litre underground rain water tank and

Above The modest cottage frontage belies a solar hot water system. The house design also encourages natural

the architectural extension at the back. cross-ventilation.
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- house before renovations.

" Farleft Plentiful windows

make the most of the sun’s
heat while a retractable

~ shade cloth over the deck

controls the sun.

~ Below The shade cloth

frame becomes a sculptural
element while deep frames
around the upper windows
control sun and add privacy.
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Dressing up
your habitat

EUROPE’S FINEST
CERAMIC TILES
FOR YOUR -

LIVING AREAS
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
OUTDOORS

Importer, Supplier & Certified
Installer — your complete tiling
solutions provider

If you would like assistance
with designing a project -
please call our sales team on

0800 688 788

to find your nearest stockist
visit our website -

www.tileworks.co.nz

TILEWORKS

Providing creative, sustainable, building surfaces

The Cookes, who have young children, wanted the renovation to give them extra space
and an exciting place to live. All this on a small piece of land in a highly protected heritage
precinct. In response, Nic Owen’s design solution employs clever use of light and space

combined with a sprinkling of colour.

The overall design aesthetic was to be clean and timeless. To avoid the stark white often
mechanical feel of many Modernist buildings, natural timbers and materials were used
throughout the house, giving the spaces a warm and cosy feel. Splashes of colour and

Interesting architectural elements make the house an exciting place to live.

Although the interior scheme is mostly neutral (Resene Blanc), hot orange (Resene Phoenix)
s used as an accent and the upstairs bedrooms have feature walls in Resene Norway (green)

and Resene Jordy Blue.

The rear of the house contains the main living area and kitchen. The feeling of openness
and light is enhanced with skylights and well-placed windows yet the power of the sun is
controlled with large overhanging eaves and a retractable shade cloth set within a rigid
frame over the deck. This device is both the architect’s and owner’s favourite element in the
design. When extended, the shade cloth is a practical complement to outdoor living; when

withdrawn, it allows the frame to become a strong architectural feature.

With this area facing due north, the shade cloth was essential as was the Resene Cool Colour
technology — driven largely by the desire to use a dark colour (notorious for attracting heat)
such as Resene Bokara Grey. The front exterior of the house is painted in Resene Friar Grey

with Resene Rakaia trims.

On the new upper floor, a deep frame around the windows also keeps out the hot summer

sun and provides privacy to the bedrooms within.

The result is a house that is innovative, stimulating and demonstrates an environmentally

sustainable design. “The house is both a machine for living and sculpture to live in,” says Nic.

And as Malcolm Cooke says: “We are loving our new home. It is a real luxury to have the
house adapted to our specific needs, in a way which maximises the available space. Nic did
a fantastic job at combining that very utilitarian objective with our desire to ensure it was
also beautiful and well crafted. The design offers us alternative uses of rooms such as the

playroom as our needs change.” H
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Splashes of colour and interesting architectural

elements make the house an exciting place to live.
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Climate Control
Lightbeam® - looks like
an expensive light fitting!

Wake up those sleepy dark zones of your
home with natural light and ventilation
with a stylish Climate Control Lightbeam®.

While brightening up those dull corners
of your home with natural light all year
round, you can also choose to ventilate
those musty smells, condensation and stale
air by simply adjusting the diffuser.

Easy to install and suitable for all roof
types, Lightbeams® come in a range of
sizes and shapes, perfect for any room.

Hydrotiow

DISTRIBUTORS LTD

Call NOW to find your nearest stockist:
Auckland phone 09 415 6151
Christchurch phone 03 341 1048

www.hydroflow.co.nz




